THE CLIMAX
This idea of Natural Selection was the only novelty in
Darwin's book, though he was also industrious hi accumulating
a vast amount of evidence in favour of the idea of gradual
growth from original simple forms to later more complicated
forms. To this idea was given the name 'Evolution/ a word
longer than the word 'growth5 but in its general use meaning
exactly the same thing, though here specially used to connote
the particular growth of species according to Darwin's doctrine.
This denial or escape from creative purpose in the universe
suited the anti-Christian side of thought hi Europe, which had
hitherto had little effect upon the English mind, though in
France and the Catholic culture generally it had profoundly
affected the more highly educated classes, and through them a
great proportion of the people. Darwin's theory was at once
simple and mechanical, and therefore appealed to the many who
were now interested in popular science.
In the nations of Catholic culture the new philosophy had
comparatively little social effect, because the decision had there
long been taken between the Christian and anti-Christian
position; as early as Napoleon's day it had been the judgment
of the Emperor that France was almost equally divided in
numbers between the two attitudes. But in England, where
there was no such cleavage, and where the nation was, one may
say; homogeneously attached to the main Christian doctrines of
a personal God, the Incarnation, the Immortality of the Soul,
and all that follows therefrom, reposing its attitude upon the
English translation of the Scriptures—the English Bible—the
shock, though at first affecting but a small section of the most
highly educated, spread throughout the community.
In this general form it might, however, have had less effect
had not the same author, Charles Darwin, published in 1871 his
second book, based upon the first and called The Descent of
Man. Therein he traced with immense erudition and innumer-
able detailed examples the presumed growth of human beings
from animal origins. This second book clinched the affair; the
account of man's origin in Genesis, the conception of man as a
special creation in the image of God wholly distinct from the
brute creation, was shaken; and with it, to those whose religion
reposed, however vaguely, upon a literal and purely Biblical
basis, all religion was shaken as well. The effects spread slowly
but continuously, and towards the end of the nineteenth
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